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The gradual return to live outdoor events gently took us out of our isolation and into a world 
where other humans moved and breathed freely in the fresh air. The role of Art in Public 
Spaces  was and is absolutely critical to finding our way forward, to communicating with 
others, to sharing those feelings and to seeking that connection and sense of belonging we 
missed so much. 
 
The realisation that art can and should take place in any location was a lightbulb moment 
for the government who subsequently created numerous schemes to reinvent and animate 
public space including but not limited to the Outdoor Public Space Scheme. These actions 
are most welcomed by the Irish Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle Network, who have been 
lauding the value of creating art in public space since their foundation. Art is for everyone 
and Art should be everywhere.  
 
Here follows ISACS ask towards encouraging, supporting and investing in these most  
inclusive of art forms for the benefit of every single member of Irish society. 
 
1) Increase Arts Council funding to €150 million in 2022.  Following the 

Arts Council publication: Our Covid Response it is clear that although the  
unprecedented increase in funding towards the Council was much appreciated, 
there still remains much to be done, with less than 50% of applications  
towards the body receiving supports in 2020. It is also clear that the 
arts and artists are the last to return to full capacity and will  
therefore need supports to remain in place for longer.  
This provides an immense opportunity for the Arts Council  
to re-invent their role as a strategic partner between and  
with artists and government for the development of the 
 arts in Ireland today. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, 
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

 
 

The last two years have taught us so much, patience, resilience, courage,  
tenacity, tenderness, inventiveness and sheer creative willpower. The Arts 
have played a central role throughout - holding and helping a nation to  
connect, to care, to dream and to appreciate. The National Campaign for the 
Arts say it best when they say: ‘… art - quelled our fear, absorbed our grief, 
gave us joy and respite, and reminded us again and again that despite  
being apart we were not alone.’
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2) Increase the Arts Council investment in Street Arts, Circus and 
Spectacle Art forms to bring the allocation to a minimum of 
€3million. The recent Life Worth Living report highlighted the need for outdoor 
cultural spaces| Issue 9:  Providing more outdoor public spaces for Cultural events. 
However, investing in artists who make work in public space is just as important as  
investing in the actual public space and infrastructure that can support it. Street arts 
have proved to be a critical asset in bringing publics together towards a ‘new normal’.  
The department has now committed to a long overdue scheme entitled the  
‘Outdoor Public Space Scheme’, this will need - supported, informed and 
educated artists who can make work to fill these spaces if it is to be a 
 long term success and not just window dressing on an immediate  
problem. In addition, the creation of work in public space has  
increasedresponsibilities around H&S protocols, leading to 
additional staff time and production costs being incurred. 

 
Responsibility:  The Arts Council of Ireland  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3) Invest in research, and plan for the development of circus 

and street arts infrastructure, creation space & educational  
opportunities  in line with the Circus, Street Arts and Spectacle Policy & 
Strategy 2018 to ‘Conduct an overall analysis of the CSAS’s sector needs in Ireland’; 
as well as to ‘Map the Infrastructure needs (building based) in this area’, with a view 
to supporting the professionalisation of the sector and to growing the structures that 
artists require for sustainable creation.  

 
The lack of research into this sector is stark and is directly related to the lack of  
investment in this sector. We urgently need to build on the data, demonstrate the 
worth and grow the investment into infrastructure, education and career  
opportunities. 

 
Responsibility:  Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media & Arts Council of Ireland

Source of data: Arts Council of Ireland. The Arts Council's grant from the Irish Exchequer increased  

from €75 million in 2019, to €109 million in 2020. 
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Growth of ISACS  Members
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Source of data from Arts Council Report: Our Covid Response  
 
https://www.artscouncil.ie/uploadedFiles/wwwartscouncilie/Co
ntent/Publications/Research_reports/Our%20Covid%20Re-
sponse%20(July%202021).pdf

Arts Council Funding 
distribution 2020: €109 million

Theatre 20% 

Arts Centres 11% 

Visual Arts 11%

Music 9%Opera 7% 

Literature (English) 6%

Young People, Children    
and Education 6%

Dance 5% 

Festivals & Events 5% 

Film 4%

Traditional Arts 4%
Arts Participation 3%

Local 3%

Circus, Street Arts 

     and Spectacle 2.5% 
Architecture 1%

Literature (Irish) 1%
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4) Support the development of a Group Insurance Scheme to  
leverage accessible, appropriate and sustainable insurance  
product for the wider arts and entertainment sector to avail of. This may be a state 
scheme for organisations in receipt of state funding such as what is being trialled 
currently for mountain walking. This scheme should be particularly developed for 
niche sectors who currently do not have adequate mass buying power to leverage 
available product to purchase insurance, in particular for the circus education,  
training and street arts sectors.  

 
Responsibility:  Department of Finance, Department of Justice and Department 
of Business, Enterprise and innovation, Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,  
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media 

 
 
 
5) In light of the recent addition of travelling circus and fairgrounds to  Irelands  

living cultural heritage inventory, we ask that the state do two things:   
 

A.         Protect the past – There is an important need for a national 
archive to be established which will caretake vital documents such as 
programmes, bills, newspaper clippings, photographs, equipment and more. 
This would be accessible to future academics interested in cultural, social and 
political issues and would grow an important element of research into this 
vastly under documented field. 

 
B.         Invest in the future – we ask that the State urgently  

reinstates a new Circus and Funfair Support scheme which 
provided access to education for travelling circus and  
fairground families. This scheme was terminated over 7 years ago and 
has never been replaced leaving these children and families  
severely disadvantaged in the modern world. If we are serious 
about protecting this vital part of our national heritage 
then we must not alone protect their past, we must  
invest in their future. 

  
Responsibility: Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,  
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, National Archives of Ireland,  
Heritage Council, Arts Council of Ireland, Department of  
Education, Department of Social Protection 
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6) Increase Culture Ireland funding by €7million. Irish arts play a vital role 
in Irelands international profile and relations across the globe. However, Covid and 
Brexit have undoubtedly increased the costs associated with international work and 
it is imperative that these extra costs are met.  

 
Ireland has an immense opportunity to reposition itself as a crucial part of European 
culture connected and interwoven into the fabric of an international community. 
International connections and presentation of Irish artists work, as well as exchanges 
are essential, if we are going to encourage our artists to grow, flourish and prosper 
into the future and if we are going to reap the rewards, plaudits and acknowledgements 
that such work brings to our island nation.  

 
In addition, the use of digital tools for the distribution of arts internationally  
increased exponentially during covid and this is an area which we feel must 
be nvested in, building on artists digital capacity for the world we are  
living in. There can be no doubt that a mixture of live and digital  
presentations of a hybrid nature will be the reality going forward. 

 
Responsibility:  Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, 
Sport and Media 

 
 
 
 
7) Implementation of the proposed pilot of the Universal Basic  

Income scheme  for artists is URGENT and ESSENTIAL and must be in place  
before PUP/EWSS has been entirely phased out this November.  

 
According to the NCFA Survey 2020, 72% of artists working in Ireland were earning 
less than the National Minimum Wage before COVID-19. A recent EY report for The 
Arts Council stated that in 2020, the recession in the Arts sector will be around -55% 
compared with -11% in the Irish economy on a whole. To echo the views of the  
National Campaign for the Arts, we in ISACS view the Basic Income for Artists trial  
announced by the Taoiseach in the Economic Recovery Plan 2021 as vital to  
supporting artists and arts workers to remain working in the Arts Sector. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Social Protection, Revenue, Department of  
Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media, Department of Public  
Expenditure and Reform 

 



5

8) Continue and grow investment and supports in Youth and  
Social Circus. The role that circus plays in the development of physical, creative 
and emotional literacy skills is well documented and evidenced internationally.  
This has been acknowledged and recognised by various bodies which support  
creative youth programmes across Ireland. We therefore ask that this sector be 
 prioritised through various Youth arts initiatives including, but not limited to, the 
Creative Ireland programme. We ask that the Creative Ireland programme which  
is due to end in 2022 be extended to 2027 at minimum and that current funding  
is maintained.   

 
Responsibility: Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and 
Media, Department of the Taoiseach 

 
 
 
9) Enhance and extend the supports through Failte Ireland and the 

Arts Council of Ireland towards the development of festivals  
artistic programming and artistic platforms, for street and circus artists to develop 
the longevity of their work beyond a single season, expanding their market and  
building their business contacts. In particular look at growing partnerships with our 
European festival neighbours through programmes such as Creative Europe  
and more. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport and Media
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About the Irish Street Arts, Circus and  
Spectacle Network

The Irish Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle Network (ISACS)  
is a membership organisation which aims to support,  
encourage and empower these collective art forms. 
 
This we do through: 

• building a strong, supportive, open network 

• sharing information, resources and knowledge widely  

• creating new opportunities for Irish artists at home and abroad 

• representing and communicating on behalf of these art forms on  
various issues and multiple levels 

 
In 2020, ISACS celebrated their 10th year in existence. ISACS has played an  
enormous role, in this short time, transforming the cultural landscape for  
the street, circus and spectacle sector in Ireland.  
 
Today ISACS represents over 180 members with an increase in membership of 25% in 2020 
and still growing. This network has become the “go-to” organisation for information,  
support, dialogue and exchange for the street arts, circus and spectacle art forms.  
 
ISACS is a vital part of major international networks and has fostered strong  
relationships with the Arts Council, Culture Ireland, local authorities and Irish  
and international festivals and networks.  

Our Vision: 
To be a leading example of  

an artist first members network  
which supports and grows  

the street, circus and spectacle  
artforms of Ireland 
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Celebrate  our  Artforms sharing the history, value and potential of our work 
 
Advocate   for the policy and practical changes that will enable a flourishing   

Street Art, Spectacle and Circus sector to thrive in Ireland 
 
Grow               our support to ISACS members to enhance their capacity to deliver high 

quality work and to sustain their livelihoods 
 
Sustain         our organisation through increased and diversified funding and  

enhanced human capacity 
  
 
 
Care               We value nurturing relationships, supporting our membership across a 

range of issues and strive for a genuinely inclusive community which  
connects and cares for each other and the development of the art forms 

 
Ambition    We laud ambitious actions and thinking; growing determined, proud,  

confident and resilient behaviour across and between our membership 
 
Encouragement We endeavour to encourage and empower our members  in their journeys, 

their professional development and their creativity. 
 
Integrity      We are honest, trustworthy and open with our members, our Board, our 

team, our partners and our funders/stakeholders. We use our resources 
well, consider all viewpoints, offer solutions where we can and act  
with integrity.  

Our Mission: 
Our mission is to celebrate our  

artforms, advocate for the policy  
and practical changes that will  
allow our artforms to flourish,  

grow our membership and  
sustain our organisation. 

Our Goals

Our Values

ISACS supports and endorses the Pre Budget Submission of the National Campaign for the Arts. 
http://ncfa.ie/2021/09/14/national-campaign-for-the-arts/  



Registered Office Address:  
c/o  Block A, Spawell Centre 
Spawell Rd, Wexford, Y35 E2FK 
+353 (0) 87 0541812 
info@isacs.ie 
ISACSNetwork 
ISACSIreland 
ISACSIreland 
ISACSIreland 
Company registration no: 493045 
CHY no. 22248 
CRA: 20200598 

 www.isacs.ie 
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Photographer Credits:  Jym Daly, Michael Duggan, Julia Dunin, Lucy Medlycott, Maurice Supple , Abigail Denniston, Graeme Coughlan   
  
Artists Featured:  Fidget Feet Aerial Dance, Will Flanagan, Macnas, Duffys Circus,  Circus Gerbola, Jessica Doolin, Laura Murphy Dance, 
Claire Sheehan, National Circus Festival of Ireland, Fanzini, Tom Campbell, Aisling Ni Cheallaigh, Cikada Circus, Seve Feathers

The Irish Street Arts, Circus & Spectacle Network is supported through:


