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Like all sectors, the current health crisis has brought the street, circus and spectacle sector 
to its knees. They were the first to lose their work for the first quarter of the year with the loss 
of the St Patricks Festival (for many this being the first paid work of 2020), and they will  
undoubtedly be the last to return to work. The street, circus and spectacle art forms not only 
represent our identity as a nation, but they bring together communities in a spirit of  
celebration and unrivalled joy, which binds, supports and enriches all of society. 
 
Our country needs these art forms – they represent, they herald and they embody  
our connective needs. The sense of loss that we all feel without them is real and 
 is tangible. Lets not just protect them, lets support and empower their  
future development. 
 
The following urgent actions are needed in order to guarantee the continuing 
growth, development and potential of the street, circus and spectacle art forms: 
 
i) Increase funding for the Arts Council to €135 million in 2021 

with a view to doubling investment in the Arts Council by 2025. The commitment 
to doublefunding by 2025 was made by the Taoiseach in 2017. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the  
Gaeltacht, Department of Finance 

 
ii) Increase investment in the promotion of Irish arts internationally, 

which has been halted due to the pandemic, with a commitment of €10million  
towards Culture Ireland. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the  
Gaeltacht, Department of Finance 

 
iii) Ensure artists and arts workers are supported through the PUP 

and EWSS until mass gatherings and cultural events are permitted again.  
Ensure measures are brought in which allow for short term temporary work and 
yearly fluctuations. 

 
Responsibility: Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and the  
Gaeltacht, Department of Employment Affairs and Social Protection 

 
 

Recommendations for the development of  
Street, Circus and Spectacle art forms in Ireland
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iv) Guarantee a ring fenced funding contribution with an increase from the 
Arts Council in 2021 towards street arts, circus and spectacle to bring the allocation 
to a minimum of €2.5million across these three art forms. In 2019 these art forms  
received approximately 1.5% of the Arts Council exchequer funding - a total of 
€1.17million, a drop of 0.5% on the previous year. This funding was divided across the 
entire country and with it supported approximately 34 artists/organisations ranging 
from individual artists to large scale production companies.  

 
N.B:  The requested ask in total for funding towards the street arts, circus and  
spectacle artforms in 2019 was €2.7million approximately, with less than half of  
applications received, successfully awarded. There is now a much greater need for 
state support going forward into 2021 than there was in 2019, not least because of 
COVID, but also because of the enormous growth this sector has witnessed in  
recent times: 

 
a. In ISACS annual survey of 2019 (of which 25% of ISACS members  
participated),this portion of the sector employed  over  500 people 
as artists, teachers, management, administrators and practitioners. 
It therefore cost the state an optimistic average of less than €800 to 
employ each of these people for the year, who in turn then contribute 
their taxes back into the exchequer. 
 
b. The sector also engaged with over 18,800 individuals in 2019,  
with data drawn from the same survey, through direct training 
 programmes and social engagement projects.  
 
c. Of the four core strategic organisations in the Street Arts, Circus & 
Spectacle field, who present work to the public; a live audience of  
approximately 110,060 was reached in 2019 at key flagship events. 
Please note this number does not include the St Patrick’s Festival or 
other ancillary events held throughout the year. The Arts Council 
funding contribution for these 4 organisations in 2019 was 
€726,000.00. Therefore the subsidy for this art form currently  
stands at approximately €6.60 per capita.  
 
 
 

When you create work in public space and with community, you are investing in the 
wider society and therefore the work, the impact, the effect relate to the entire  
citizenship and people of Ireland and all aspects of our lives benefit for the better. 

 
Responsibility:  The Arts Council of Ireland  
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v) Research and resource the need for a National structure for the  
development of Circus arts. Currently anyone who wishes to train  
professionally in Circus must leave the country.  ISACS often finds themselves  
acting as a conduit for these artists to stay in touch with progress in these fields 
within our country and we endeavour to find ways to connect and empower them  
to inform and educate the next generation until such time as they can be fully  
supported and resourced to live, create and work within Ireland. 

 
A centre such as this could encompass an artist’s creation space, a showcase/ 
presentation space, a resource hub, as well as the very necessary education and 
training role from children through to future professionals. 

 
Responsibility:  Department of Media, Tourism, Arts, Culture, Sport and  
the Gaeltacht,  The Arts Council of Ireland 

 
 
 
vi) Urgent Insurance Reform is needed immediately. Currently the training and  

educational sector for circus have NO access to an underwriter in Ireland. 
This is due to the lack of competition in the Irish market and the subsequent  
withdrawal of the one remaining underwriter which covered this sector - Leisure  
Insure. The sector is living on borrowed time until their current policies run out.  
Some already have.  

 
This ultimately will lead to two things: 
1.           Operating without insurance 
2.          Closing down 

 
Having conducted a survey from within our membership, the average expenditure 
among respondents on an insurance policy was €3318.00 which represents a 33%  
increase on the previous year. The highest premium among our membership is  
over €27,000.  Over the last 5 years there has only been one claim made among  
our membership. 

 
Responsibility: Dept of Finance, Dept of Justice and Department of Business,  
Enterprise and Innovation 
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Solutions to Insurance Crisis:

• Urgently develop a state insurance scheme via IPB for the arts 
and cultural sector in receipt of state funding, which offers cover for 
those organisations who find that insurance product is unavailable and inaccessible 
to their needs.  

 

• Cut unfair general damages to reflect international norms and 
ensure that legitimate minor injuries attract modest damages.  
We expect that general damages for minor injuries will be dramatically reduced. 

 

• Urgently review and re-balance the “common duty of care” so that 
occupiers are required to take a duty of care that is reasonable, practical and  
proportionate but not absolute, ignoring personal responsibility. 

 

• Ensure that An Garda Síochána has the resources necessary to 
pursue insurance fraud to its fullest extent and do so as a matter of urgency. 

 

• Get commitments from insurers to a schedule of reductions  
following the delivery of all the reforms listed above and in the Programme  
for Government.  

 

• Ensure that the Competition &  Consumer Protection  
Commission implements competitive practice between insurance 
brokers and underwriters.  
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About the Irish Street Arts, Circus and  
Spectacle Network

The Irish Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle Network (ISACS) is a  
membership organisation which aims to support, encourage and  
empower these collective art forms. 
 
This we do through: 

• building a strong, supportive, open network 

• sharing information, resources and knowledge widely  

• creating new opportunities for Irish artists at home and abroad 

• representing and communicating on behalf of these art forms on various issues  
and multiple levels 

 
In 2020, ISACS celebrated their 10th year in existence. ISACS has played an enormous role, 
in this short time, transforming the cultural landscape for the street, circus and  
spectacle sector in Ireland.  
 
Today ISACS represents over 100 members with new recruits joining all the time.  
This network has become the “go-to” organisation for information, support,  
dialogue and exchange for the street arts, circus and spectacle art forms.  
 
ISACS is a vital part of major international networks and has fostered strong  
relationships with the Arts Council, Culture Ireland, local authorities and Irish  
and international festivals and networks.  

Our Vision: 
We want to see a thriving,  

sustainable and  
connected street, circus  
and spectacle sector in  

and of Ireland. 
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1. To nurture, support and encourage emerging and established street, circus and  
spectacle artists and arts organisations as they undertake their journeys 
 towards productive, professional and sustainable careers. 

 
2.  To develop opportunities, build partnerships and stimulate exchanges 

 between the ISACS sector and national and international interests. 
 
3.  To grow, maintain and represent a strong, respected and cohesive  

Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle sector in Ireland.  
 
 
Values: ISACS’ organisational values are: 

• Passion - for our work, our artforms and the future  

• Learning - together to grow and inform new practice and future possibilities 

• Access - sharing information, resources, expertise and know-how 

• Care - for our members, our voice, our place 

• Empower - instil confidence, belief and strength into each and  
every one of our members 

 
 
ISACS supports and endorses the Pre Budget Submission of the National Campaign  
for the Arts. 

 

Our Goals: 

Our Mission: 
We are here to support,  

encourage and empower 
 the Street Arts, Circus  

and Spectacle art-forms  
of Ireland.



Registered Office Address:  
c/o  Block A, Spawell Centre 
Spawell Rd, Wexford, Y35 E2FK 
+353 (0) 87 0541812 
info@isacs.ie 
ISACSNetwork 
@ISACSIreland 
ISACSIreland 
ISACSIreland 
Company registration no: 493045 
CHY no. 22248 

 www.isacs.ie 
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Photographer Credits: Pat Moore, Galway 2020, Lucy Medlycott, LRDA, Miguel J. Berrocal Gomez, Anita Murphy   
  
Artists Featured: Loosysmokes, Waterford Spraoi, Kate & Liam, Luxe, Orlagh De Bhaldraithe, Studio Eclipse,  
Human Collective, Stevie Boyd, Síolta Collective, Galway Community Circus, DueDa Company, Turas Theatre Collective

The Irish Street Arts, Circus & Spectacle Network is supported through:


